
Pelicans in Pakistan

Dear Sirs,

With great interest I read the note ”Apparent unrecorded
migratory route of Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus in
Nag Valley, Pakistan” by Nadeem et al. in BirdingASIA 5: 73–
74. Information on the occurrence of pelicans in this area is
certainly well worth publishing. However, when I looked at
the accompanying photograph I had the immediate
impression that the birds shown here are not Dalmatian but
Great White Pelicans P. onocrotalus (GWP). My opinion is
based on the following features:
• typical jizz of GWP, especially the head shape with a

short drooping nape-crest visible in some individuals
(rather than the recurved crest of Dalmatian);

• head pattern like GWP, with pouch extending far back
on sides of neck;

• strong contrast (white/brown) on upperparts, especially
in immature birds;

• bird number two from left seem to have pale pinkish
legs.

Krys Kazmierczak kindly sent me the original photograph. I
forwarded it to Dr Alain Crivelli, Chair of the IUCN Pelican
Specialist Group, asking for his opinion on the specific
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Five new species for the Oriental Bird Club region (north-
west border)

Dear Sirs,

Recently, the territory that the Oriental Bird Club (OBC) covers
was extended up to the Russian North East (E of 90°E) and as
far as the Arctic and Pacific Oceans. Consequently the current
OBC Checklist (Inskipp et al. 1996) now includes 71 new bird
species from this area (OBC Bull. 31: 6-7). Unfortunately, most
of the ornithological information from these regions is in
Russian, and in most cases only the names of local villages are
given without further information on the localities, without
any details of other geographical coordinates. I have worked
near the western border of the Oriental Region and made
personal observations and collected information from the
literature on five more bird species located east of 90°E which
need to be included in the OBC checklist; further details can
be found in the new Russian checklist (Koblik et al. 2006).

Great Skua Catharacta skua
Three observations from Bolshevik Island (79°16´N 101°45´E)
(Severnaya Zemlya Archipelago). On 23 July and 10 August
1991 two birds were observed, and one individual
registered on 5 August 1991 (Volkov & Pridatko 1994).

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina
Very rare breeding species, registered only once east of
90°E. On 16 June 1983 a pair building a nest on the birch
tree (56°02´N 90°23´E) (Zhukov 1995).
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identity of the birds. He replied (pers. comm., August 2006)
“No problems, those pelicans are Great White Pelicans
Pelecanus onocrotalus, most of them adults and several one-
and two-year-old birds (with dark brown feathers)”.
Meanwhile I have shown the photograph to a number of
birdwatchers and they are divided about 50:50, with a
number of “don’t knows” (Brian Sykes pers. comm.,
September 2006).

I appreciate that the quality of the photograph is rather
poor (low resolution of the file which was sent to OBC), and
that identification based on this kind of source is difficult.
However, the note in BirdingASIA contained nothing on how
the birds had been determined as Dalmatian Pelicans. I
suggest to follow up the identification (obtaining further
photographs and probably field notes by the authors) so
that the specific identity of the pelicans in Nag Valley
(Dalmatian, Great White, or both species) can be established
beyond doubt.
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Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
Rare breeding species. Pair with 3 eggs in nest found on 17 June
1934 near Krasnoyarsk (92°45´E) (Yudin 1952); rare breeder on
the Kacha river (56°14´N 92°25´E) in 1993–1998 (Baykalov et
al. 1999); female with brood in the Stolby reserve on 16 July
2001 (55°55´N 92°40´E) (Arkhipov & van Steenis 2004).

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
Rare breeding species. There are two breeding records from
the area around Krasnoyarsk: female with brood-patch
collected on 15 July 1927 (56°05´N 92°45´E), and juveniles
from the brood collected on 9 August 1943 (Yudin 1952).
Many records of birds from the Yenisei river valley, north
and south of Krasnoyarsk, throughout the twentieth century
(Rogacheva 1992). Some birds observed in August 1983
(56°02´N 90°23´E) (Zhukov 1995).

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia
This species was regularly registered in the Yenisei river
valley and up to the Angara river in the twentieth century
(Sushkin 1938, Rogacheva 1992).

References
Arkhipov, V. Yu. & van Steenis, M. (2004) An addition to check list of

birds of Natural Reserve “Stolby”, Krasnoyarsk Territory. Russian
J. Orn. Express-issue 270: 781-782. (In Russian)

Baykalov, A. N., Ryabinina, N. A. & Chuprov, C. M. (1999) [‘To the
avifauna of the semi-taiga zone of Central Siberia.’] Pp.10-11 in
V. K. Ryabitsev, ed. [‘The materials on bird distribution in the Urals,

Ural area and West Siberia’]. Materialy k rasprostraneniyu ptits na
Urale, v Priural’ie i Zapadnoi Sibiri. Ekaterinburg. (In Russian)

Inskipp, T., Lindsey, N. & Duckworth, W. (2001) Checklist of the birds of
the Oriental Region. Sandy, UK: Oriental Bird Club.

Koblik, E. A., Red’kin, Ya. A. & Arkhipov, V. Yu. (2006)  Checklist of the
birds of Russian Federation. Moscow. KMK Scientific Press. (In
Russian with English introduction.)

Yudin, K. A. (1952) [‘Observations on the distribution and biology of
birds of the Krasnoyarsk Territory.’] Ann. Zool. Inst. USSR Acad. Sci.
9 (part 5): 1029-1060. (In Russian)

Rogacheva, H. (1992) The birds of Central Siberia. Husum: Husum Druck
u. Verlag.

Sushkin, P. P. (1938) Ptitsi Sovetskogo Altaya. [Birds of Soviet Altay], 2.
Moscow–Leningrad. (In Russian.)

Volkov, A. E. & Pridatko, V. I. (1994) Data on fauna and population of
birds in the north-western part of Bolshevik Island (Severnaya
Zemlya Archipelago). Pp.152-160 in E. V. Rogacheva, ed. Arctic
tundras of Taimyr and Kara Sea islands, 1. Moscow. (In Russian.)

Zhukov, V. S. (1995) [‘Some new, rare and less studied birds of forest-
steppe of Krasnoyarsk Territory.’] Pp.20-22 in V. K. Ryabitsev, ed.
[‘The materials on bird distribution in the Urals, Ural area and West
Siberia’]. Materialy k rasprostraneniyu ptits na Urale, v Priural’ie i
Zapadnoi Sibiri. Ekaterinburg: UrBRAS. (In Russian.)

Vladimir Yu. Arkhipov,
Institute of Theoretical & Experimental Biophysics,

Russian Academy of Sciences, 142290 Pushchino,
Moscow Region, Russia.

Email: v.arkhipov@rambler.ru

12 Letters to the Editors

Birds in Bhutan
Status and distribution
Peter Spierenburg

ISBN 0-9529545-1-6

The latest OBC book brings together recent
advances in the understanding of birds of the
tiny mountain kingdom of Bhutan, with
invaluable information on habitats, migration
patterns and the country’s remarkable
conservation efforts, all packed into 384
exciting pages!

All 645 species recorded in Bhutan (up to the end of 2004) are covered in detail,
with concise accounts  on their status and ecology, and more than 950 accurate
maps and graphs of their altitudinal and seasonal distributions.

An essential reference for anyone with an interest in  the avifauna of the
Oriental region.

Here’s what the reviewers said:

“...this book is well produced and provides a wonderful resource. I highly recommend it to anyone
interested in any aspect of the region’s birds.” Pamela Rasmussen, BirdingASIA

“...definitely worth buying, even if you are only slightly interested in the birds of the area.” Antero Topp, Alula

“A vital addition to the library of anyone with an interest in Asian ornithology.” Martin Fowlie, BTO News

“The book offers exactly what the title promises...a remarkable achievement” Enno Ebels, Dutch Birding

To order your copy, please send cheque or credit
card (VISA or Mastercard) details to: Oriental
Bird Club, PO Box 324, Bedford, MK42 0WG, UK

Cost £45 inc p&p to UK, Europe and rest of world
by surface. £50 inc airmail p&p to destinations
outside Europe.
Oriental Bird Club is a UK registered charity, No. 297242.


