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Abstract: Russia is an important node country along the “The Belt and Road” Initiative.
The development of cross-border higher education between China and Russia is not only the
inevitable result of the development of exchanges, but also a necessary condition for accelerating
the promotion of the “The Belt and Road” strategy. Both the Chinese and Russian governments
have issued relevant plans and policies at the national level, to form a stable two-way study
abroad mechanism in an orderly manner in order to attract students from more countries and
regions to study in their own countries. How to continue to improve the level of two-way exchanges
and cooperation in higher education between China and Russia, especially in the face of the global
pandemic of the new crown pneumonia pandemic, which is a huge test for improve the education
level of opening up, requires the joint thinking of education researchers from both countries.
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The cultural exchange between China and Russia is an extremely important aspect in the
development of contemporary Sino-Russian relations. It is also a strategically important content of
building a new type of relationship between major powers. Since November 2000, Within the
framework of the regular meeting between Chinese and Russian Prime Ministers, the Chinese and
Russian governments set up the China-Russia Education, Culture, Health and Sports Cooperation
Committee at the deputy prime minister level. Over the past two decades, cultural and people-to-
people cooperation, political mutual trust and economic and trade cooperation have jointly
constituted the three pillars for the sound development of China-Russia relations.

During President Xi Jinping’s visit to Russia in June 2019, the two heads of state elevated
China-Russia relations to a new level of comprehensive strategic partnership of cooperation in the
new era. They expressed their appreciation and cherishment of the traditional Sino-Russian
friendship to the Russian side. International student exchange is the main content of Sino-Russian
educational cooperation. Thanks to the rapid and high-level development of Sino-Russian
relations,Bilateral educational exchanges between China and Russia show an active trend, and the
exchange of students between China and Russia shows a rapid growth trend.

1. Overseas and Domestic Research Status

The existing research on Chinese overseas students group mostly focuses on the study of
Chinese overseas students group to the United States, while there are relatively few studies on the
groups of overseas students from China to Russia, and their timeliness is poor, have not received
enough attention from domestic and foreign scholars. Domestic and foreign scholars' research on
groups of students studying in Russia mainly focuses on the following aspects:

1.1. Educational exchanges between Chinese and Russian students

Specific research topics include the general situation of Sino-Russian education exchanges
for international students, such as the policy of studying abroad, the number of international
students and their development trends, the distribution of professional fields, the composition of
students, and the impact on the place of study. Problems about exchanges of education for
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international students are specifically embodied in China and Russia, which contain small-scale of
student flow , low level of education study abroad, uneven distribution of areas of expertise, as well
as colleges and universities fewer substantive cooperation between China and Russia, cooperation
in running schools is still in the primary stage research cooperation between the two countries, and
universities needs to be deepened and other issues.

1.2. Investigation and analysis on the adaptability of foreign students to Russia
from a cross-cultural perspective

Scholars take an interdisciplinary perspective and examine the main problems of Chinese
students living abroad from the perspectives of psychology, sociology and linguistics, such as the
problems of Chinese students’ study, life and psychological adaptation abroad, economic pressure,
and employment. Prospects, etc., explore the main factors affecting their lives and the causes of
problems, but rarely involve Chinese students in Russia.

1.3. The current situation of cultural exchanges and cooperation between China and
Russia

Based on China's policies and the historical background in the new era, such research makes
an in-depth analysis of the cultural and people-to-people exchanges and cooperation between China
and Russia. For example, in the context of the “Belt and Road” to study the current situation of
Sino-Russian higher education cooperation, this type of research explores the problems and
proposes targeted solutions. This kind of research pays more attention to the macro background and
relevant national policies, but research on the status quo of foreign students at the micro level is
relatively lacking.

1.4. The historical development of educational cooperation and exchange of students
between China and Russia

This type of research mostly focuses on comparing the characteristics of the scale and
professional fields of exchanged students between China and Russia before and after the reform and
opening up. The article longitudinally summarizes the development rules and characteristics of
Sino-Russian cultural exchanges and cooperation, and the timeliness overlaps. It cannot objectively
reflect the current situation of the Chinese student group in Russia in the new era, and cannot serve
the requirements of promoting Sino-Russian university education cooperation and cultural
exchanges at this stage.

At present, the existing multidisciplinary orientation of the academic field provides a multi-
dimensional research approach for the study of the status quo of international students. However,
the differences among researchers with different academic backgrounds reflect the basic situation
that the multidisciplinary research on this topic still lacks coordination and integration.

At the same time, due to the lack of research on the current situation of Chinese students in
Russia, the two countries are in a spontaneous state without theoretical support in university
cooperation, which has also become one of the reasons hindering the university cooperation and
cultural exchanges between China and Russia.

2. The status quo of the exchange of foreign students between China and Russia

China and Russia are each other's largest territories. Looking back at the tortuous
development of Sino-Russian relations in the past four hundred years, the relationship between the
two countries is currently at the best period in history, and the cooperation between the two
countries in the field of education has also been actively moving forward. The history of Sino-
Russian study abroad exchanges is inextricably linked with the history of Russian missions in China
at the end of the 17th century. Since there was no diplomatic relationship between China and Russia
at that time, the clergy of the Russian Orthodox Mission in China served as the informal
representatives of the Russian government in China for a long time. The mission made great
contributions to the Russian scientific research on China and trained a large number of world-
renowned sinologists.

2.1. The signing of the Sino-Russian government agreement
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During the first official visit to the People’s Republic of China by President Yeltsin of the
Russian Federation in December 1992, the two countries signed the Agreement on Cultural
Cooperation between the Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the
Russian Federation.

In June 1995, during the visit of Premier Li Peng of the State Council of China to Moscow,
in accordance with the wishes of the Chinese and Russian governments for exchanges and
cooperation in the field of education, China and Russia officially signed the Agreement on Mutual
Recognition of Academic certificates and degree certificates between the Government of the
People's Republic of China and the Government of Russia. According to the agreement, the signing
of this agreement has facilitated the exchange of Chinese and Russian students from the institutional
level.

In short, high school students in China and Russia or those who have obtained vocational
high schools, technical secondary schools, adult education and self-study exam graduation
certificates, can apply to study in universities in both countries. The Chinese and Russian
governments mutually recognize the educational qualifications and degree certificates issued by
each other. Holders of such certificates are qualified to engage in professional activities, advanced
study, continuing study and degree study in China and Russia according to the professional
direction or major, degree or professional level on the certificates." It is particularly noteworthy that
Premier Li Peng, who signed the agreement, had been selected and sent by the Chinese government
to study in the Soviet Union from 1948 to 1955. He studied in the Department of Hydropower in
Moscow Power Engineering Institute and served as the president of the Union of Chinese Students
and Scholars in USSR.?

2.2. Chinese and Russian universities are paying more attention to student exchange
and study abroad

As the Chinese and Russian universities pay more attention to the Times Higher Education
World University Rankings in the United Kingdom, the QS World University Rankings in the
United Kingdom, and the US News World University Rankings in the United States. China and
Russia regard it as an important indicator to measure national soft power, especially educational
competitiveness. Both universities take the proportion of international students in universities as an
important standard for school effectiveness evaluation and introduce various policies to attract more
international students. In 2012, in order to further consolidate the social foundation of bilateral
relations, the "China-Russia cultural Cooperation Action Plan" signed by China and Russia
proposed that the number of students exchanged between the two countries should reach 100,000 by
2020. A series of key support was given to the exchange of overseas Chinese and Russian
personnel.

The China Scholarship Council under the Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of
China subsidizes Chinese students to pursue degrees in Russia through the "Sino-Russian Joint
Training Program for Artistic Talents", the "Training Program for Professionals in Russia" ,the
"State-sponsored Postgraduate Program for Building High-level Universities™ and other related
programs. Since 2014, the National Scholarship Fund of the educational ministry of China has
supported outstanding self-financed students to study for higher-level degrees at public expense
through the "Support Program for Outstanding Graduates in Russia". Outstanding self-financed
international students who have won prizes in the Russian or international competitions can apply
for funding from the program to continue studying for higher-level degrees in Russia. The state-
supported support program for outstanding graduates abroad is currently only implemented in
Russia, and there is no precedent in other countries in the world.

! Agreement between the Government of the People's Republic of China and the Government of Russian Federation on
the mutual recognition of academic qualifications and degree certificates, June 1995.
% Li Peng, Li Peng's Memoirs (1928-1983), China Electric Power Press, July 2014.
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The export of higher education services at the national level by the Government of the
Russian Federation has been identified as a strategic task. In 2013, 21 Russian universities received
additional subsidies from the "5-100" program to improve their competitiveness in the global
education market. In 2017, the government of the Russian Federation approved a program called
"Development of the export potential of the Russian education system", this program allows foreign
students to apply to more than 500 universities in Russia through the "Study in Russia™ multilingual
information platform.

The Russian Federation CIS Affairs, Russian Overseas Chinese and Rossotrudnichectvo has
used the exchange of scholarships between the two governments to attract more Chinese students to
study in Russia. Russian universities will also strive for Chinese students as the focus of their
foreign affairs work. Russian embassies and consulates in China and the Sino-Russian Cultural
Center actively promote higher education resources, major Russian universities promote superior
majors to attract Chinese students through their cooperative universities in China.

2.3. The deepening of cultural exchanges and cooperation between the two countries

Under the framework of the China-Russia cultural exchange mechanism, the language and
cultural exchanges between the two countries have formed a stable cooperation mechanism. In
November 2005, the two governments signed the Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Russian Federation on Learning Chinese in
the Russian Federation and Learning Russian in the People’s Republic of China.

The agreement stipulates that the two parties will try their best to promote and support the
learning and teaching of Chinese, Chinese literature and culture in Russian educational institutions,
and support the learning and teaching of Russian, Russian literature and culture in Chinese
educational institutions.

Subsequently, the establishment of theme years such as "State Year", "Language Year",
"Regional Cooperation Year" ,"Science and Technology Innovation Year" between China and
Russia, the launch of "Chinese Bridge" Chinese Competition and "Russian Talent" Competition
greatly promoted the teaching of Chinese in Russia and Russian in China. In 2007, during the "Year
of China" in Russia, seven Confucius Institutes were opened in Russia. By 2021, there were 19
Confucius Institutes and 5 Confucius Classrooms in Russia. Russia has set up 35 Russian cultural
centers in China. The number of schools and students learning and teaching Russian and Chinese
has increased.

3. Difficulties faced by the exchanges of foreign students between China and Russia

3.1. The pandemic's restrictions on exchanges between China and Russia

The global pandemic of the new crown pneumonia is a huge test for the opening up of
education. The pandemic not only presses the "pause button™ for normal educational cooperation
and exchanges, but brings severe challenges to the health, study, life, and work of students and
teachers who migrate across borders.

A series of restrictive measures in need of pandemic prevention, such as visa interruption,
port closure, and flight suspension, have indeed caused a sharp drop in the number of educational
exchanges between China and Russia. Sino-Russian higher education cooperation will inevitably be
affected by the COVID-19. The content and form of educational cooperation between the two
countries are facing huge difficulties, but the two countries have not stalled their pragmatic
cooperation in the education field.

3.2. The lack of English education programs in Russian universities

There is a general lack of English education programs in Russian universities. The lack of
English courses in Russian superior majors has led to a decline in international competitiveness,
making it increasingly difficult to attract outstanding students from non-Russian-speaking countries.
In particular, the gap between China and Russia in the publishing of scientific research journals.
Chinese and Russian universities and scientific research institutions generally do not understand
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each other’s academic journal catalogs. Most scientific and technological workers in China and
Russia cannot read other party’s academic publications in Chinese or Russian.

Looking at the majors of overseas students from China and Russia, we can find that 70-80%
of overseas students are majoring in cultural and social sciences, such as languages, while the
proportion of students majoring in science and engineering is obviously low. The gap between
China and Russia in the field of scientific research journal publication makes it difficult for the two
countries to open up a situation in the field of high-level talent exchange. And there are few Chinese
and Russian students in the fields of aerospace, biotechnology, precision instruments, petroleum
engineering and other majors that are of great significance to the national strategic development in
the future.

3.3. China and Russia pay little attention to their overseas students

Some scholars pointed out that because of the lack of English teaching in Russian
universities and the difficulty for Chinese students to communicate and study in Russian, there are
problems in the classrooms of poor language training, the limited scale of university education
cooperation, and the safety of studying abroad. At present, Russian universities and the government
have not proposed corresponding policy measures, which to a certain extent hinders the further
development of Chinese and foreign student education and cultural cooperation.

At the same time, there are two shortcomings in China's public diplomacy towards foreign
students. On the one hand, the vast majority of Chinese international students lack sufficient
knowledge and understanding of the political and cultural issues involved in public diplomacy,
which prevents them from expounding their ideas rationally and prudently when discussing relevant
topics with foreign people, and communication barriers appear; On the other hand, China’s
exchanges of Chinese culture with foreign students are often in the form of formalism and
performance projects, which have not allowed foreign students to truly feel the inherent charm of
Eastern civilization, and cannot make foreign students appreciate China’s goodness.1

4. Countermeasures to strengthen cultural exchanges and cooperation between China
and Russia

4.1. The Chinese and Russian governments should coordinate policies to respond to
cultural cooperation under the pandemic

Chinese and Russian universities and scientific research institutions have accumulated
experience in online exchanges and cooperation during the pandemic. The pace of cooperation has
not slowed down, and new progress has been made in many areas. At present the education
authorities of the two countries are actively integrating domestic educational resources to lay a solid
foundation for the recovery of educational cooperation after the pandemic and a higher level of
pragmatic cooperation between the two countries. In addition, the education authorities of the two
countries give full play to the advantages of existing cooperation mechanisms and platforms, and
actively carry out high-level dialogues within bilateral and multilateral frameworks.

The Sino-Russian Education Cooperation Sub-Committee and the Shanghai Cooperation
Education Educational cooperation within bilateral and multilateral frameworks to exchange
information and join hands to respond to the impact of new coronary pneumonia, to provide mutual
assistance and support. To further strengthen communication and policy coordination, believe that
as the pandemic becomes more controllable on a global scale, the educational cooperation between
the two countries will usher in new and greater developments.

4.2. China and Russia should moderately relax restrictions on work visas for foreign
students after graduation

Regarding the work visa policy for foreign students, it is recommended that the Chinese and
Russian governments appropriately relax the work visa restrictions for foreign students in the two

! Han Fangming, Public diplomacy for international students should be viewed from strategic perspective, Nanfang
Daily, 2011-10-10 (F02).
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countries after graduation in accordance with the principle of mutual exemption. After studying in
institutions of higher learning in China and Russia, foreign students can apply for short-term visas
for graduation practice, innovation and entrepreneurship activities by presenting graduation
certificates of institutions of higher learning in both countries. In the meantime, those who are hired
by relevant work units can apply for work-related residence permits in accordance with regulations.
In order to enhance the attractiveness of China and Russia to international students, it provides more
convenient conditions for outstanding international talents to stay in China and Russia.

4.3. Strengthen the publicity and guidance of the media of the two countries

The two countries should strengthen propaganda through the Sino-Russian media
cooperation mechanism to form a brand effect on Sino-Russian higher education.

For school-age students in China and Russia, neither country is the first choice. One of the
important reasons is that the brands of Chinese and Russian universities and strong majors in the
world are generally not highly recognized and have not formed a strong attraction. To this end, the
media and other methods should be used to strengthen the promotion of the establishment of brand
colleges, professional courses, departments and research institutions in Sino-Russian universities.

4.4. Improving the level of studying abroad and expanding the field of studying abroad

In the next step of China-Russia exchanges and cooperation in studying abroad, the two
countries should seek to continue to expand the scale of two-way study abroad to further optimize
the professional structure of foreign students and improve the level of study abroad.

China and Russia have a certain degree of complementarity in advantageous majors, and
each has some advantageous majors, such as Russia's aerospace, aviation, materials technology,
nuclear physics and other fields, and China in light industry, artificial intelligence, communication
technology and other fields. In addition, it is necessary to further consolidate the existing
cooperation between China and Russia, and continue to establish a journal evaluation system
mutually recognized by the scientific communities on the basis of consensus.

Reference:

1. The project is funded All China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese (N0.19CZQK207),
Education Department of Jilin Province “the 13th Five-year Plan” social science project in 2020
(No. JJKH20201131SK), Jilin Association for Higher Education research project (No.
JGJIX2019D4).

2. Agreement between the Government of the People's Republic of China and the Government of
Russian Federation on the mutual recognition of academic qualifications and degree certificates,
June 1995.

3. Li Peng, Li Peng's Memaoirs (1928-1983), China Electric Power Press, July 2014.

4. Wang Jiayuan, the opening of all-round education to the outside world has been further formed,
and is deeply involved in global education governance-the international influence of education in
the 13th Five-Year Plan has reached a new level, China Education News, December 22, 2020.

5. Jiang Xiaoyan, Status Quo and Vision of Sino-Russian Educational Cooperation, Guangming
Daily, June 13, 20109.

6. Han Fangming, Public diplomacy for international students should be viewed from strategic
perspective, Nanfang Daily, 2011-10-10 (F02).

7. Zhao Qianying, Investigation and analysis of the current situation of cross-cultural adaptation of
Chinese students in Russia. Qiaoyuan, 2020(09).

8. A.I". LALIN, Yun Jizhou, The status quo of the Chinese in Russia[J].Siberian Studies,2009(03).

9. Liu Shuhua, Song Yonghua. Sino-Russian Higher Education Cooperation in the Context of "One
Belt One Road": Problems and Countermeasures. Higher Education Research, 2019.

10. Guo Qiang, Zhao Weizhao. Cross-border Higher Education between China and Russia under the
"One Belt And One Road" Strategy . Research on Higher Education in China,2017(07).

98



Dnekmponnblit HayuHbLIL HCYPHAT «ApXOHN)
Buvinyck Ne 2 (23). 2021 2.

11. Li Guoxuan. Research on Sino-Russian Educational Cooperation [D]. Heilongjiang
University,2017.

12. Cheng Jumiao. Research on China's Public Diplomacy to Russia [D]. Xiangtan
University,2017.

13. Liu Changmin, Wei Licheng. Analysis of Educational Exchange between Chinese and American
Students since 2010 . China Higher Education,2015(05).

14. Wang Qiuju. Contemporary Chinese Students Studying in the United States: New
Characteristics and New Problems of Students Studying in the United States . Journal of Jiangsu
Normal University (Philosophy and Social Sciences Edition),2013.

15. Yue Tingting. Study on Chinese Education in the United States since the Reform and Opening-
up. Nankai University,2015.

16. Huang Zhong. Analysis of Foreign Students' Public Diplomacy . Public Diplomacy
Quarterly,2015(03).

17. Zhao Xinli. Foreign Student Public Diplomacy and External Communication. International
Communication,2012(03).

18. Xiao Wenyue. Intercultural Adaptation and Competence Cultivation of Chinese Students in the
United States. Journalism Research Guide,2018.

19. Apeghves A.JI. Kuraiickue ctynentsl B Poccun// Briciiee o6pazoBanue B Poccun, 2010-12.

20. Yucno ydactHuKOB cryaeHdeckux oomenoB P® u KHP B 2019 roxy nocturio 100 Teic., 21
HOsA 2020, 12:36 TACC. URL: https://tass.ru/obschestvo/10062903 (mata oOpariieHus:
10.01.2021).

21. Illseoosa M. A. VInTepHanmonanu3amus Beiciiero oopazoanus B Kurtae// BectHuk Tomckoro
rocynapcTBeHHoro yauepcuteta. Mcropus, 2013-1.

CUTYALUSI HAMEPEHUS YUUTHCS 3A TAHUIIEM B PAMKAX KHTAMCKO-
POCCHUHUCKOI'O TYMAHUTAPHOI'O COTPYJTHUYECTBA
JIu Mnnyn
KAHOUOAm UCMopU4eckKux HayK, Cmapuiuii npenooasamens UHCMumyma nyonuyHol OUunioMamuu
L[3ununvcroeo ynusepcumema
Cun Caomans
CmMyoenm uemeepmozo Kypca UHCmumyma nyoauurou ouniomamuu L{3ununbckozo ynueepcumema

Annomauun: Poccus sensemcs 8axcHOU Y31080U cmpanot unuyuamuevl «OOun nosic, 00uH
nymoy. Pazsumue meacoynapoonoeo evicuieco obpazosanus medicdy Kumaem u Poccuetl siensemcs
He MOJIbKO HEeU30eHCHbIM pe3VIbmamom pa3eumusi 0OMeH08, HO U HeoOX0OUMbIM YCI08UeM OJis
YyCKopenus. npoosudicenus cmpameeuu «Ooun nosic, 0o0urn nymey. Kak kumaiickoe, max u
POCCULICKOe — NpasumenbCmed  SbINYCMUIU — COOMEemMcmaylowue NiIaHbl U NOJUMUKY — HA
HAYUOHAILHOM YPOBHE, UmoObl chopmMuposams cmadUIbHblll MEXaHU3M 08YCMOPOHHe20 00YYeHUs
3a epanuyel ynopsiOOYeHHbIM 00pa3om, Ymoobbl npugiedb CmyoeHmos u3 DOIbUEe20 YUCIaA CMpPan u
pe2uonos 011 0byuenus 8 ceoux cmpanax. Kax npooonsicams nosviuams ypogens 08YCMOpPOHHE20
obmeHa u compyonuyecmsa 8 cghepe gvicuieco 0opazosanus mexicoy Kumaem u Poccuetl, ocobenno
nepeo auyom 2100aibHOlU NAHOeMUU HOB0U KOPOHHOU NAHOeMUU NHEGMOHUU, KOMOPAs A6ISAemcs
CepbesHbIM UCIbIMAaHUeM OJisl NOBbIULEHUs YPOBHSL 00pA306anus 8 chepe omKpvimocmu, mpedyem
COBMECHO20 MblUIEHUS UcCaedosamereli 00pa308anus U3 0beux Cmpax.

Kntouesvie cnosa: xyromypnoe compyounuuecmso medxncoy Kumaem u Poccuell, unocmparmvie
CMyOeHmbl, MeNCOYHAPOOHOe 8viculee 00pazosanue, oOpA308anue 8 COYeMAHUU C KUMAUCKO-
UHOCMPAHHBIMU UHBECTNUYUAMU
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