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Abstract: Heliacria Bo Li, C.L. Xiang, T.S. Hoang & Nuraliev and H. maritima Bo Li, C.L. Xiang, T.S. Hoang &
Nuraliev, a new genus and a new species of Scutellarioideae (Lamiaceae) endemic to coastal areas of south-central
Vietnam, are described and illustrated. Heliacria is distinct from the other five genera of Scutellarioideae by
having climbing habit, large flowers with pure white corolla, sub-actinomorphic calyx with five long lobes which
are accrescent and spreading in fruits, and nutlets radially tuberculate at apex. The genus is currently only known
from four provinces of Vietnam (Binh Dinh, Phu Yen, Khanh Hoa, and Ninh Thuan).
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Heliacria Bo Li, C.L. Xiang, T.S. Hoang &
Nuraliev, gen. nov. (subfamily Scutellarioideae)

Type: Heliacria maritima Bo Li, C.L. Xiang, T.S.
Hoang & Nuraliev

Diagnosis: Heliacria is a distinct genus within
the subfamily Scutellarioideae of Lamiaceae, which
differs from the five other currently recognized genera
of the subfamily by large flowers with pure white
corolla, sub-actinomorphic calyx with five long lobes
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which are accrescent and spreading in fruits, strongly
2-lipped corolla with a relatively short tube, abruptly
inflated corolla throat, median lobe of lower corolla
lip much larger than its lateral lobes and than lobes of
upper lip, obconical fruit splitting into 4 irregularly
tetrahedral nutlets, and nutlets radially tuberculate at
apex. Heliacria is most closely related to Holmskioldia
according to the phylogenomic analysis of Lamiaceae
(C.L. Xiang, unpublished data) but is readily distin-
guished from the latter morphologically as indicated
above.

Etymology: The generic name Heliacria is
derived from the Greek Helios (which means Sun) and
acros (which means apical), referring to the nutlets
that are radially tuberculate at apex.

Note: Heliacria is a monotypic genus currently
known to be endemic to Vietnam.

HAC R @ R BB R A S fEe R, W3
JETE b (A Al A 0 EL7e A0 L E RS SR
R REER . e PIEh R B KT HAMR

FEE AR AT R FR . b IR R K HAE R O
TR RIVBEIAHEIR B a0y 4 MIER, R
S Ty L USRI AR R DR SR T 1T X031 B %5 T
BHEAR 5 8. ek RGR B RNAA IR E
™ HEERE 5 & LR NI IR R AR EE), (H %
A EIR— RV W RS Z S iR 57 X 70

e SR J 1A 44 PR R 415 122 8 2R S T o B TSR IR
WIRARIES, TEAMT B ke R AL E P Ak He
12 S|P NGE O

RS BER M, H AT Tl .

H®E B K1-3

Heliacria maritima Bo Li, C.L. Xiang, T.S.
Hoang & Nuraliev, sp. nov. Figs. 1-3.

Type: VIETNAM. Khanh Hoa Province: Nha
Trang City, Hon Tre Island, near Dam Bai marine
climate station, growing in disturbed low coastal
forests, 10917'11" E, 12<11'29” N, elev. ca. 50 m
a.s.l., 28 May 2021, Maxim S. Nuraliev, NUR 3358
[holotype: IBSC (barcode No. 0896075!), isotypes:

4 mm

B 1 A RARRANRIEASEE. A RS, Flonttitk; B: MMIES, C B D 25 E: 4 =1, F: 165, G @t A . (18 A i Thanh Son

Hoang #1 Maxim S. Nuraliev #fit)

Fig. 1 Habitat and morphology of Heliacria maritima. A: Habitat, the red arrow showing an individual; B: Habit; C: Fruiting branches; D: Stem; E: Leaves

(shallowly 3-lobed) on young shoots; F: Inflorescences; G: Leaves on old branches. (Photo by Thanh Son Hoang and Maxim S. Nuraliev)
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KUN: (barcode No. 1580435!), MW: (barcode No.
MW05958411)].

Description: Woody climbers or scandent shrubs,
evergreen, 0.5-5 m long. Shoot erect or ascending
when young but scandent when mature, often drooping
gracefully to the ground, branching at nearly right
angle. Branches distinctly 4-angled in cross section
with obviously thickened to slightly winged ridges,
green with brown ridges, glabrescent; branchlets
slender, minutely pubescent when young, subglab-
rescent. Mature nodes with light brown interpetiolar
ridges covered with dense short hairs. Leaves opposite,
simple; petiole 0.8-1.7 cm long, pubescent when
young, glabrescent; leaf blade papery, entire on
mature shoots, mostly shallowly 3-lobed on young
shoots, ovate to indistinctly rhombic, 2.3-5.5 cmx
1.2-2.8 cm, hairy when young but completely glabre-
scent on both sides, base broadly truncate, apex obtuse
and shallowly emarginate (and sometimes with a
small apical mucro), lateral vein 3-4 pairs, adaxially
flat, abaxially slightly raised. Inflorescence a pendu-
lous axillary cyme, usually 1-flowered, rarely 2- or 3-
flowered; peduncles up to 0.5 cm long, sparsely pub-
escent; pedicels 0.9-1.8 cm long, sparsely pubescent;
bracteoles minute, linear, caducous. Calyx light green,
campanulate, sub-actinomorphic, 1.3-1.9 cm long,
papery, sparsely hairy outside (abaxially), densely
minutely hairy inside (adaxially), covered with numerous
yellow sessile glands, densely net-veined with 10
primary veins, 5-lobed to almost 1/2 of length; tube
funnel-shaped, 4-6 mm long; lobes subequal, train-
gular, acute at apex, 0.9-1.3 cm long, 0.6-0.8 cm wide
at base; calyx persistent in fruits, 3.8-4.3 c¢cm in
diameter apically with lobes becoming spreading and
accrescent to 1.9 cm long (fruiting calyx in shape of
slightly zygomorphic star). Corolla pure white, zygo-
morphic, strongly 2-lipped, tubular-infundibular, 3.3
4.2 cm long; tube ca. 0.6 cm long, 4 mm wide at base,
abruptly dilated to 1.2 cm wide at throat, sparsely
minutely glandular pubescent outside; lips glabrous;
upper (adaxial) lip 2-lobed, lobes triangular-ovate,
equal, 0.5-0.8 cm>0.7-0.9 cm; lower (abaxial) lip 3-
lobed, lobes unequal, median lobe straight and erect,

subelliptic to oblong-obovate, 1.6-1.9 c¢cm long, 1.6—
1.8 cm wide at the widest place, lateral lobes at right
angle to median lobe (vertically oriented), nearly erect
to recurved backwards, semicircular, 0.6 cm long and
wide. Stamens 4, didynamous, appressed to adaxial
side of corolla; filaments attached to corolla throat or
slightly below, white, distinctly arcuate towards apex,
glandular-pubescent near apex; posterior stamens
exerted from the upper corolla lip, 1.7-1.9 cm long;
anterior stamens included in corolla throat, ca. 1.2 cm
long; anthers dorsifixed, yellow, with prominent con-
nective, V-shaped (with divergent thecae), dehiscent
longitudinally. Ovary superior, yellow, nearly cylin-
drical, about 3 mm long and wide, glabrous, covered
with scattered white sessile glands (more densely so
towards base), longitudinally 4-lobed, each lobe 1-
ovuled. Style subterminal (placed at center of ovary
between its lobes), exerted from the upper corolla lip
(reaching anthers of posterior stamens), white and
apically slightly yellowish, 2.1-2.4 cm long, glabrous,
curved downwards at apex; stigma unequally 2-cleft
with stigma lobes ca. 2 mm long. Fruit deeply enclosed
by calyx tube, green when young but brown when
mature, obconical, glabrous, with radially tuberculate
flat upper surface, completely splitting into 4 nutlets;
nutlets dry, irregularly tetrahedral, ca. 6 mm long,
outer side longitudinally ridged; attachment-scar
lateral, ca. 2/3 as long as nutlet.

Phenology: Flowering and fruiting is recorded in
January, May, June, and July. We suppose that the
species is flowering and fruiting nearly all year round.

Etymology: The specific epithet “maritima”
refers to the ecological preferences of the new species,
which is confined to the specific coastal vegetation.
Distribution and habitat: The new species is
currently known from Binh Dinh, Phu Yen, Khanh
Hoa, and Ninh Thuan provinces of Vietnam (Fig. 4). It
is confined to low and dry spiny coastal forests and
shrubby vegetation, occurring up to 250 m a.s.l. Based
on its occurrences and habitat, we suppose that the
species is widely distributed in the coastal areas of
south-central Vietnam.

Additional specimens examined (paratypes):
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S H: AEEE, DTN 10 AR S, TOWE; 30 23R, MM, Ko T BP0, L /NRE R A4 . (B85 Thanh Son Hoang 11 Maxim S. Nuraliev $2fi)

Fig. 2 Flower and fruit in Heliacria maritima. A-C: Flower (adaxial, lateral, abaxial view, respectively); D: Longitudinally dissected flower; E, F: Fallen corolla

(lateral and adaxial view); G: Fruit with persistent calyx; H: Fruiting calyx in lateral view; I: Mature fruit in apical view, showing radial tubercules; J: Young

fruit in lateral view, showing longitudinal ridges; K: Cross section of young fruit; L: Nutlets, showing attachment-scars. (Photoed by Thanh Son Hoang and

Maxim S. Nuraliev)

VIETNAM. Binh Dinh Province: Phu My District, My
Thanh Commune, Vinh Loi Village, semi-deciduous
thorny scrubs on coastal sandy hill, 109°12"12" E, 14°
07'50" N, elev. ca. 10 m a.s.l., 5 July 2022, Vu Anh
Tai & Thanh Son Hoang, VAFS05072022 (VAFS!);
Khanh Hoa Province: Nha Trang City, Hon Tre
Island, territory of Dam Bai Marine Climate Station,
disturbed margin of forest, not far from seashore,
109°17"27" E, 12°11'52" N, elev. ca. 30 m a.s.l., 22
May 2021, Maxim S. Nuraliev, NUR 3295 [CSH:
(barcode No. CSH0198329!), MW: (barcode No.
MW0595842!, MW0595843!), HITBC: (barcode No.

HITBCO0094275%)]; Ninh Thuan Province: Ninh Hai
District, Nui Chua National Park, Botanical Garden, E
slope, at Vung Olim Campsite, dry forests on the
eastern flange of the Cotuy Range, 109°11'10" E,
11°42'48" N, elev. 100 m a.s.l., 8 January 2010, D.
Djendoel Soejarto, N.T. Trung, T.N. Ninh & T.T. Trinh,
DDS_14532 [P: (barcode No. P03977758!)].

Other field records: Phu Yen Province: Tuy Hoa
City, 3 June 2023, Thanh Son Hoang, s.n. (photo LE:
LE01093262!); VIETNAM. Khanh Hoa Province:
Nha Trang City, Hon Tre Island, near Dam Bai Marine
Climate Station, in dry low forests on slope, not far from



732 T BT A AR

531 %

seashore, 109°1720" E, 12°11'35” N, elev. ca. 40 m
a.s.l., 7 January 2021, Maxim S. Nuraliev & Dmitry F.
Lyskov, NUR 3072b (photos LE: LE01093260!);
bushland on plakor near dirt road, 109°16'52" E, 12°
11'38" N, elev. 220 m a.s.l., 28 May 2021, Maxim S.
Nuraliev, NUR 3358a (photos LE: LE01093261!).
Conservation status: Based on the wide distri-
bution of Heliacria maritima in coastal forests of
south-central Vietnam discussed above and no signi-
ficant threats observed for the documented popula-
tions, we provisionally assess the conservation status
of the species as “Least Concern” (LC) according to the
IUCN Red List categories and criteria (61,
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Fig. 3 Line drawing of Heliacria maritima. A: Flowering branches; B: Node of shoot; C: Corolla in lateral view; D: Dissected corolla, showing stamens; E: Ovary

and style; F: Fruit with persistent calyx; G: Fruit in apical view; H: Nutlets, showing attachment-scars. (Illustrated by Miss Yun-Xiao Liu based on the holotype NUR 3358)
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P 4 HAR ST (K HB B A7 (40 € 10 22 0R)

Fig. 4 Distribution map of Heliacria maritima (known locations are marked by red stars)
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HETRABRRRER
Key to the genera of the subfamily Scutellarioideae
1. JEEER AR AR, RDIR, el B ARG, /NEREE Y AR
Calyx actinomorphic, patelliform, with entire to shallowly dentate margin; nutlets somewhat fleshy-+-+--+- %41 J& Holmskioldia

1 AEE AR R RR A P MSFR, AR IR, NIRRT

Calyx Sub_actlnomorphlc to Zygornorphic7 Clearly Ilpped or Iobed, nutlets dry ............................................................ 2

2. JEHEHIE 5 2, /N RT FERL ;

Calyx clearly 5-lobed; nutlets longitudinally ridged--+«++«+-++-+---

3 ME E, ENEaZ%, NERILEHNK:

Calyx 2-lipped, lips entire; nutlets not ridged-:«««=+=s«ceseseeeeeseees

4. WHA, TUESIRTERR, /DNRIEEHEME, TR AR I
Leaves alternate; inflorescence a many-flowered terminal raceme; nutlets attached to receptacle by slender stalks,

apica”y irregularly tuberculate s eceeeeeereeccecticiiiiiciininiannes

..................................................... {%g;ﬁa% VVenchengia

3 A, WAL RIIRAER, ANIEREEIRTON, TR BU R R 5

Leaves opposite; inflorescence a 1-3-flowered axillary cyme; nutlets not stalked, apically radially tuberculate:«-«=+««««=+=+2-+

4. 165 b s BE SRR

Posterior lip of calyx usually folded to produce a scutellum or conspicuously saccate:+«««+«s=sesesesesereceserecenene % J& Scutellaria
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CalyxX Without SCUENIUM NG MOt SACCALE+++ =+ ++++++++++s+ssssetestreerrereetrtte ettt ittt ettt et tte et tte ettt te et tte ittt ete et s tta et s eeeeeaeea e 5
6. 1 R /NRIR AT B 5

Calyx inflated in fruits; nutlets not tuberculate but usually with a wing of stiff ray-like projections:+««++=++=sesseeeeees KFEJE Tinnea
5. R R NG BRIR R, Tl

Calyx not inflated; nutlets not winged, dorsal surface tuberculatg:s««=+«=ssssreeeeesenremenereaniunniinieiaiennnnnn Joi L FEJ& Renschia
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